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CLAIMS : 
What is claimed: 

1 . A method of updating an avionics display system database with data having a 
predetermined effective date, comprising: 

(a) providing an onboard computer having a storage media for storing the 
database; 

(b) dividing the storage media into at least two sections including a main data 
portion and a continuation portion; 

(c) storing initial database data in the main area; 

(d) during updates, interfacing a maintenance computer with the storage 
media; 

(e) using the maintenance computer to compare the new data to be updated 
with previously stored data in the storage media and determine the 
differences; 

(f) only writing the differences into the continuation portion of the storage 
media, with an associated effective date wherein the on board computer in 
operation searches both the main and continuation data and uses the 
continuation data in lieu of the main data if the effective date has passed. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the database includes data concerning airport 
locations. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the database includes data concerning runway 
data. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the database includes data concerning magnetic 
north information. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the database includes data concerning airport 
locations. 
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein the database includes data concerning runway 
data. 
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